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Impressions of Chicago: The BBC at Mid-West

By Thomas Myers

On Saturday morning, December 23,
1995, at 9:30 AM precisely, Mark S.
Kelly, past President of the American
Bandmasters’ Association, current Vice
President and member of the Board of
Directors of Mid-West, warmly intro-
duced the Brass Band of Columbus to
the crowd gathered in the Grand Ball-
room of the Chicago Hilton. He men-
tioned the NABBA Championships to
be held in Columbus this year in April,
introduced NABBA leadership, and
then he made an significant announce-
ment: “We welcome the application of
outstanding brass bands to the Mid-
West.” Wow! Theinterestinand accep-
tance of British-style brass bands that
we hoped to create was happening,.

The BBC had prepared a 1.25 hour
program featuring elevenselectionsand
five conductors. The difficulty of the
works ranged from grade 2 through 6,
a traditional requirement at the Mid-
West International Band and Orchestra
Clinic, since the event is principally
designed for musiceducators who take
the opportunity to audition the latest
music for a wide variety of instrumen-
tal ensembles. At the same time, of
course, they hear the finestschool, mili-
tary, community, and professional
groups/soloists fromaround the world.

Dr. Droste chose to open the concert
with Sousa’s The Salvation Army March,
a golden-oldie that seemed to fit splen-
didly with the ornate, white and gold
Ball Room. The BBC was ablaze from

thefirstdownbeatinitsowntonal splen-
dor, here center stage in the most glori-
ous of Mid-West venues. This first ex-
posure for many in the audience to a
greatbrass band was well-settled atthe
perfecttempo. I was pleased to hear the
orchestral bells tastefully played in the
second strain, and the tuba runs were
beautifully executed with clear articu-
lation and ensemble. The band’s amaz-
ing power and delicacy were nicely
showcased in this lively John Philip
Sousa work, his only work for brass
band, newly rescored by Ray Steadman-
Allen for Egon Publishers (1995).

Next, James Curnow conducted hisown
arrangement of J.B Dykes’ Holy, Holy,
Holy. The BBC’s super control ensured
a wonderful, soft beginning that
crescendoed to a creamy fortissimo.
Curnow’sarrangementmoved the song
throughout the band in very enjoyable
butchallenging combinations of instru-
ments. As the band performed, bright
winter sunlight came streaming in
through the windows high behind the
band — all was right with the BBC's
performance of Curnow’s sonorous
work.

Curnow remained on the podium to
lead his Concert Piece for Cornet and
Band, with soloist Dan King, principal
cornet in the BBC. King provided out-
standing lyrical sweetness, clear articu-
lation, and effortless double tonguing
in this difficult work for both band and
soloist. The BBC's solid blend of back-
ground brass integrated perfectly with
the soloist. Curnow’sinspirational con-

ducting brought the impressive work
to a thrilling end, superbly performed
by King and band.

A triple debut at the Mid-West fol-
lowed, with Ronald Holz serving as
conductor, composer,and for new pub-
lisher Magnolia Manor Music Publish-
ers. This 1987 work was commissioned
by The New York Staff Band as a
festive postlude to worship services.
Based on Lead On, O King Eternal, its
two harmonizations of the hymn tune
subtly reflect the writing styles of Erik
Leidzen and Richard E. Holz (Ron
Holz's father). The grade 4 music is
challenging to eachmember of theband.
With its fanfares, embellishments, and
flurry, it would be an outstanding con-
cert opener or closer. The BBC's rendi-
tion was especially impressive, with
special kudos for the crisp snare drum
and the penetrating “herald” trom-
bones. You can hear this work on the
BBC’s current compact disc appropri-
ately titled Lead On!

Surprising was the mature brass band
voice from Roger Cichy in his richly
complex and thoughtful Fanfare and
Salutation. The music has good tunes
that stay with you. While most of the
work is highly animated, the most un-
usual part is the quiet second section
that lets the tubas carry the melody
under muted band accompaniment. A
charter member of the BBC, Roger
Cichy now livesin Illinois and worksas
acomposer and arranger. Based on this
fine offering, Cichy is a wonderful and
welcome addition to the very talented

continued on page 5



Besson Sovereign Cornets -
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The Besson Sovereign leadpipe gives immediate response
and complete freedom of performance throughout all
registers and dynamics whilst maintaining a full,
rich sound.

Centre-sprung valves with stainless steel pistons,
barrelled and hand-lapped to a matt finish ensuring first
class performance.
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Editor’s Notes

This is my penultimate issue as editor
of The Bridge. The upcoming, pre-con-
test March issue will be my last. I am
pleased to announce that Colin Holman,
directorofIllinois Brass Band, has con-
sented to assume the editorship of The
Bridge, with technical assistance from
George Foster. Paul Droste will con-
tinue as our music reviewer; I will con-
tinue reviewing recordings and books;
Tom Palmatier will maintain the ad-
vertising. More details will appear in
our next issue.

The deadline for our next issue will be
changed to February 15th, by which
time most of you should have received
thisissue. We must hold to thatinorder
to get the March issue out to everyone
prior to Columbus.

Several continuing signs of health in
thebrassband community are therather
generous number of new compactdiscs
and new music releases that we have
beenreceiving. The Bridge should play
the critical role in alerting NABBA to
whatis new. This issue has substantial
review material. Please let us know if
this service continues to be of value to
you.

With NABBA now holding a Solo
Contest, we can begin to feature more
sololiteraturein ourreviews,as well,
with particular emphasis on brass
music designed for brass band in-
struments.

My article on the music of Philip
Wilby has been postponed to the
March issue both for technical and
personal reasons. It will allow me a
valid ‘swan-song’ and the delay lets
me not rush the job.

Let me thank all of the bands that
continue to be faithful in sending in
their programsand reports. To those
who have been not been as diligent,
pleasereceivea gentle prod fromme
to ‘geton thestick’ and startbeingan
active partof NABBA from the view-
point of sharing your achievements.
I wonder sometimes if some of our
bandsarealive! We never evengeta
programin the mail, costing theband
the whopping fee of a first-class
stamp. Come on, friends — keep in
contact!

Ronald W. Holz, Editor

By Tom Paimatier, Advertising Chairman

NABBA'’S Best Advertisers...You!

The Bridge hasa new rate structure for ads, making itone of the best bargains
in the musicindustry. But, we need your help to enlistadvertisers. Share your
copy of The Bridge with your local music retailer and point out our new
discounted ad rates. Sample rates include: Full Page-$95; Half Page-$50;
Quarter Page-$30; Eighth Page-$20; Sixteenth Page-only $15! Special dis-
counts are available for advertisers buying ads for four issues and premium
spaces (inside covers, rear cover) are available at reasonable rates.

In order to bring you a better publication without raising membership dues,
weneed toincrease ad revenue from The Bridge. Please help spread the word
about The Bridge, best bargain in advertising!

For information on ad space contact: CPT Tom Palmatier, ¢/o The US.
Continental Band, Fort Monroe, VA 23651. Home Phone: (804) 623-4943,
Office Phone: (804) 727-2860, FAX: (804) 727-4052.
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Columbus, Ohio
April 12-13, 1996

Host: Brass Band of Columbus

Gala Concert Guest:
Southern Territorial Brass Band
of the Salvation Army
(Richard Holz)
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Triangle and London
Citadel Chosen For
Great American 1996

Triangle Brass Band (Michael Votta)
from Raleigh-Durham, NC, has been
choser.torepresent NABBA at the 1996
Great American Brass Band Festival, June
14-16, 1996, Danville, KY. London
Citadel Band (Jon Lamm) from Lon-
don, Ontario, has been selected as The
Salvation Army Brass Band for the
event. Triangle has been a Champion-
ship Level band for quite some time
now and maintains a fine standard of
both performance and music litera-
ture. London can be ranked among the
finest SA corps (local worship centers)
bands anywhere in the world. Jon
Lamm, former bass trombone in Lon-
don, has just taken over the baton from
Bram Gregson, who recently retired as
bandmaster after an very impressive
twenty-five years on the podium.

Triangle’s NABBA Tape Contest en-
try opened with the required piece,
Processional (Gregson). The remainder
of their program was as follows: Sev-
enty-Six Trombones (Willson / Duthoit);
March and Song of the Blacksmith from
Second Suite in F (Holst/Herbert); Jubi-
lee Overture (Sparke); Festival Fanfare
(Himes); Colonel Bogey March (Alford);
Nicaea (Himes); Hoe Down from Rodeo
(Copland /Snell).

We wish both of these groups the very
bestas they prepare for this wonderful
event. We also pray for mild tempera-
tures! Our Canadian friends hope that
it will be like this past year, in the low
80s, rather than in 1994, when it aver-
aged in the mid 90s.

A future issue of The Bridge will have
a more comprehensive listing of the
professional groups that will be con-
tracted for the Festival. For details on
The Great American Brass Band Festival,
write Dr. George Foreman, Norton
Center for the Arts, Centre College,
Danville, KY 40422.



President’s Podium

The successful performance of The
Brass Band of Columbus at Mid-West
continued to help NABBA gain nation-
wide and international stature and rec-
ognition of its activities. In my report to
The North American Band Directors’
Coordinating Council, which meets at
Mid-West, I was able to state that our
organization grew from 40 bands in
1994 to 54 in 1995! This issue reports on
further new members. I was struck at
that meeting that, among so many band
organizations, NABBA is one of the
most vibrant and alive of band ‘societ-
ies’, though we must still consider our-
selves in the youth phase of the organi-
zation. We have much to learn and
much growth to still maintain, but we
are doing well.

I hope NABBA members whose bands
are not making it to Columbus will still

plan to attend, bring their horns for
The Reading Band or participatein the
Solo Contest. Our Championships can
be so much more than just contesting,.
The industry booths, the friends one
meets, the clinics, the NABBA General
Meeting — all these are vital parts of
the weekend.

The NABBA Board of Directors will be
meeting for one of its two meetings per
year on Friday afternoon, April 12th.
Please direct any concerns for the
agenda to my attention by no later than
March Ist. The list in this issue of the
Board can provide NABBA members
with another means of connecting with
the ongoing workings of the organiza-
tion. Contact your Board members with
your thoughts; start considering
whether you might serve on the Board!
Nominations will be due by July 1st;

Nomination forms will be printed in
the next issue of The Bridge.

Finally, anyone wishing to have Ads
printed in the NABBA Championship
Program Book, or who wishes to con-
sider setting up a booth in Columbus,
please contact Paul Drosteimmediately.
Program deadline in March Ist. Paul
can be reached by phone or fax at: 614-
888-0310. Instrument displays are be-
ing coordinated by Colonial Music.
Please contact Les Susi at 614-891-9008,
or Elaine Ostrander at 1-800-848-8066,
for any necessary information on the
shipping of instruments into the con-
ference.

My very best wishes to you, your fami-
lies, and your bands in 1996!

Ronald Holz, President

Mid-West
continued from page 1

brass band composers in North
America. This grade4 music, dedicated
to the BBC, is the first brass band pub-
lication by Great Works Publishing.

Philip Sparke’s Party Piece featured
Euphonium soloist Joel Pugh. Joel’s
performance was expressive, flawless,
and marked by rich tone. I suspect that
Philip intentionally created a tongue-
in-cheek, humorous challenge to the
Euphonium by starting the piece with
an expected, whimsical lyric section
that eventually yields to the liveliness
you would expect from such a title.
While this portion was beautifully
played, itmay have been taken justabit
too slow, thus losing some of the in-
tended whimsy. The technical portion
flowed well for Pugh and band. Not for
the faint hearted (grade 5 for band,
higher for soloist) — the full range and
technical capabilities of the Euphonium
are explored. The BBC sensitively sup-
ported Pugh, never covering him —
not always easy in Euphonium solos of
this nature. At the conclusion of this
impressive offering a nearby young

lady who was most impressed and all
smilessaid to me: “Weneed a fire extin-
guisher to put out his fingers.”

Come Sweet Death by ].S. Bach and ar-
ranged by Erik Leidzen in the early
1950s for the New York Staff Band and
Star Lake Musicamp, begins with the
alto horns leading the mellow choir of
the band. The Flugelhorn is added in
measure 14 and by measure 22, the
trombones and cornets short the color
dramatically to the bright side. This
slow work, grade 3, is an excellent ex-
ample of the mastery of Leidzen’s scor-
ing and interpretive thoughts. Thisisa
must-have for every brass band (Pub-
lished by Magnolia Manor Music).

Philip Sparke was next at the baton —
to conduct his 1987 work titled Moun-
tain Song (Studio Music). The work was
inspired by his frequent visits to the
Austrian Tyrol and reflects a Sunday
climb up the mountain and return.
Opening with soft chimes and quiet
bell effects from muted lower brass,
muted cornets areadded as the volume
builds, then mutes are removed and
work bursts forth in a thrilling, glori-
ous celebration of sunrise, sheer cliffs
that rise forever, soaring birds flying

majestically in the brightblue, immense
vistas, and the continuing vibrant
church bells. The musicincludesa lyric
section for the Euphonium and the
happy sounds so unique to Sparke’s
outstanding compositions. Similar to
the quiet beginning, the ending fades
away, performed with the amazing
control of the BBC and Sparke’s ex-
pressive conducting.

Published in 1990, 120 Hymns (Ray
Steadman-Allen) has become an essen-
tial purchase for brass band libraries.
The BBC featured two of these solidly-
arranged, easy tunes (Grade 1). Lest
you think the BBC's program was a bit
heavy on the lyrical, hymns are tradi-
tional with brass bands and offer a
unique sound unavailable to concert
bands. I think Dr. Droste was making
sure the Mid-West audience heard the
sonority and delicate expressiveness of
the brass band, not just the fortissimo
roar that the BBC can so well supply.

What followed was quite a contrast —
Barrie Gott's Moses, Get Down!, from a
recent Salvation Army release, a jazz-
rock selection that proved the BBC is
comfortable in providing authentic in-
terpretationsin all styles. Les Susi, BBC
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Associate Conductor, ably led the
group, ashe hasin the past with his fine
school orchestras at Mid-West. Jeff
Keller, principal trombone, provided
the blue-note solo with a rich, confi-
dent sound, matched by Dan King in
his ad lib spot that followed.

Prior to the final item Mark Kelly
thanked the band again for appearing
at Mid-West and asked them to apply
for performance again in about four
years!

The BBC's finale was Kaleidoscope that
featured music of Rimsky-Korsakov in
excerpts from Capriccio Espagnol, The
Tsar Sultan,and The Snow Maiden. Over-
whelmed right from the start, the audi-
ence smiled inamazement. The grade 6
transcription by Salvationist Brian
Bowen featured the delicacy, agility,
and power of the brass band. The work
seemed well suited to this band — it
sounded natural and appropriate, not

awkward or humorous, as sometimes
occurs with transcriptions fromorches-
tral works. The magnificent reading
wasa tribute to the BBC and Dr. Droste,
who have worked many hours to refine
this music to the point whereitsounded
effortless.

The standing ovation was immediate,
very enthusiastic, and lasted at least
three minutes before the Mid-West au-
dience rushed to the next and final
event of the Conference.

A young Australian woman, a Eupho-
nium player, said she loved the BBC's
robust trombones and judged the BBC
equal to thetopgrade A bandsathome.
A man from Illinois said the band’s
performance was “Wonderful!” George
Wilson from Chicago said the best part
was the great hymns. And Dorothy
Kunkel, a member of the Mid-West
Board of Directors and orchestra direc-
tor in the Traverse City Area Public

Schools (MI), thought the concert was
wonderful and indicated she would be
very supportive of outstanding brass
bands at Mid-West.

I continue to be most impressed with
tubaand percussion sectionsof the BBC,
but the entire band is so extraordinary
and musical, there seems to beno weak-
nessanywhere. The BBC’s performance
set again the highest standard for all
other brass bands that aspire to per-
formatMid-West. Like the best creamy
Viennese coffee, the BBC’s concert was
full of extraordinary richness, depth,
and complexity. What a wonderful
pleasure!

available space as needed.

use available space.

Free Ad Space Available
for NABBA Member Bands!

An Offer By Tom Palmatier, Advertising Chairman
The Bridge is pleased to offer an exciting new benefit for NABBA member bands. Free Quarter page ad

space will be offered on a first come, first served basis to member bands. The ads will be used only if there
is unused space available in The Bridge, and the Editor reserves the right to revise the ad to fit the

The ad space can be used to sell your band’s new recordings or just to tell people you're out there! Once
aband’s free ad appears, that band will go “to the end of the line,” giving all member bands a chance to

Send your “camera ready” ads, no larger than 3 /2" by 4 /2" to:

CPT Tom Palmatier

c/o The U.S. Continental Army Band

Fort Monroe, VA 23651

Home Phone: (804) 623-4934 » Work Phone: (804) 727-2860 » FAX: (804) 727-4052
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List of NABBA Board of Directors

The following listing of NABBA Board members lists the
year in which their two-year appointment expires. Mem-
bers may be renominated. Nominations are due by July 1,
1996. Nomination forms will appear in the post-Contest
issue of The Bridge.

OFFICERS

President Ronald W. Holz [97]
Music Department, Asbury College, Wilmore, KY 40390

Vice President Thomas Palmatier [98]
US Continental Army Band, Fort Monroe, VA 23651

Secretary Bert Wiley [98]
PO Box 2438, Cullowhee, NC 28723

Treasurer Sara North [98]
614 Flora, Hannibal, MO 63401
MEMBERS

Arends, Carl [96]
107 Chipmunk Trail, Wenatchee, WA 98802

Black, Alan [97]
829 Naroch Blvd., Pickering, Ontario CAN L1W 1T1

Bulla, Stephen [96]
1832 Hyman Lane, Crofton, MD 21114

Croft, Robert [98]
2517 N. 7th St., Phoenix, AZ 85006

DeSalme, John [97]
3718 Cottage Reserve Rd. NE, Solon, IA 52333

Droste, Paul [97]
1310 Maize Road Court, Columbus, OH 43229

Druce, David [96]
RR #2, Zeran Road, Newington, Ontario CAN KOC 1Y0

Foster, George [97]
619 Downing Rd, Libertyville, IL 60048

Gregson, Bramwell [97]
39 Woodgate Court, London, Ontario CAN N6K 4A4

Holman, Colin [97]
31 Joseph Lane, Glendale Heights, IL 60139

Hovelson, Milt [97]
1109 Sturtevant, Red Wing, MN 55066

Hunt, Anita Cocker [98]
The Salvation Army, PO Box 596, Cincinnati, OH 45201

Kelly, Glenn [96]
203 Jennings Ave, Wenatchee, WA 98801

Myers, Thomas [96]
156 N. Highland Ave, Akron, OH 44303

Pugh, Joel [98]
475 South Sandusky St., Tiffin, OH 44883

Stine, Don [97]
703 6th Ave N, Mt., Vernon, 1A 52314

Swaffar, Michael [96]
225 West Maple Ave, Lancaster, KY 40444

Taylor, Brent [96]
PO Box 130, Libertyville, IL 60048

Votta, Michael [97]
3481 Hope Valley Road, Durham, NC 27707

A_ Calendar of 1996 NABBA Events or of NABBA Interest

February 1 NABBA 1996 Championship and Solo Contest Applications Due

March 1
April 12-13 NABBA XIV—Columbus, OH

June 8

NABBA Video Tape Contest Entries Due; NABBA 1996 Championship and Solo Contest Scores are due

Northeastern Brass Band Contest, West Point, NY

June 15-16 Great American Brass Band Festival, Danville, KY

June 22

Grand Celebration of Brass Bands, Cedar Rapids, 1A
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Featuring Salutes to:
Joe Shepley, Mercer Ellington
& Per Brevig

“Chree day program will include greai
Artists from the “U.S.A. and abroad,

membership beneﬁis include:
Admission to Concerts, Lectures

& dazzling Tnstrument Exhibits,

Gliyibiliiy lo participate in:

Qu intet Compcfiiion and

Brass Quinfcf Outreach
Discounts on Dealers’ gaads & services
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“Brass Con fcrcnce Literature
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1996 Membership Enrollment "¢ | odging Reservations
Return to NYBCFS, 315 W. 53 St., NYC 10019

(212) 581-1480) S

Name: _ CROWNE PLAZA
Address: HOTELS-RESORTS

City: State: Zip: Limited number of rooms have been
collE o Eg'svg"d Afler 2/1/96 blocked and discounted through Feb. 29
e u _Tn‘ .y _ e Book ASAP & specify '‘Brass Conference'
amily $90 $90 Call: (800) 227-6963

Group $40 845

Life $250 ___ $199 *Crowne Plaza Club"

Patron $150 %129 Single ___ $139 Double
* Includes one full membership i * Request hotel brochure



Please welcome to NABBA the follow-
ing new or renewed member bands;
add them to your list published in the
last issue of The Bridge:

Bainbridge Brass Band (Ed Mobley),
Bainbridge College, Bainbridge, GA
31717

Brass Band of Minot(James Thornton),
622 NW First Ave, Minot, ND 58703-
3002

Intrada Brass (Bram Gregson), #12 -
100 Enterprise Dr., Komoka, Ontario,
CAN; NOL 1RO '

Lake Wobegon Brass Band (Gordon
Nilsen), PO Box 413, Anoka, MN 55303

New NABBA Bands

London Citadel Band (Jon Lamm), 555
Springbank Dr., London, Ontario,
CAN; N6J 1H3

Ohio State Marching Band (Jon
Woods), 1866 College Blvd., Colum-
bus, OH 43210

Southwestern Community Brass Band
(Jonathan Korzun), 58900 Cherry Grove
Rd, Dowagiac, MI 49047

Not yet an official NABBA Band, The
Ozark Mountains Brass Band held
their premiere concert this Fall, open-
ing with Curnow’s Fanfare for NABBA,
so no doubt we can consider them join-
ing our fellowship! The concert had a
fine audience (about 300) and good
critical response in thelocal press. They
plan for a second concert in February.

The group is led by George Alter, with
Tom Raber servingas one of the ‘found-
ing fathers.’ Our contactis through Tom:
The Ozark Mountain Brass Band, 2
Portsmouth Circle, Bella Vista, Arkan-
sas.

At Mid-West the editor met Marie
Cotaya, band director at Scotlandville
Magnet HS in Baton Rouge, LA, where
Marie has formed a brass band for her
top brass students. He also heard of
plan for a youth brass band in the Mil-
waukee area, to be sponsored by the
Milwaukee Metropolitan Community
Band; this via conductor Richard
Minnisto and Dr. Pat Backhaus, anoted
cornet soloist and cornet historian.
Great— but we need more youth bands
in NABBA!
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Bill—Newt Dispute Cancels Army Toot

By Sarah J. Witi, Dominion Brass Band

What do you get when you cross a US
Army Brass Band concert tour with a
congressional budgetdispute concern-
ing Medicare and the national deficit?
No tour. Those were the circumstances
leading up to a joint concert between
The US Army Brass Band of Washing-
ton DCand The Dominion Brass Band
of Tidewater, Virginia, scheduled for
November 19, 1995. The concert was
set to take place atalocal high school in
Virginia Beachas partofa short concert
tour by The US Army Brass Band.
Tidewater residents jumped at the op-
portunity to hear these fine bands. Re-
sponse to the advertised concert was
overwhelming, and all available tick-
ets were goneinaday and a half. Ticket
requests, however, continued to pour
in for another week, prompting the
distribution of several hundred regret
notices and bringing the total number
of tickets requested to over 2,000.

Despite the fact that the public affairs
staffof The Dominion Brass Band were
nearly hospitalized due to extreme ex-
haustion and chronic cotton-mouth
from stuffing and licking over 1000
envelopes, the band was greatly antici-
pating a packed house and a fabulous
concert/showdown with the DC band.
Unfortunately, because of the budget
cafuffle in Washington, they watched
with dismay as rumors of a total freeze
on all military tours surfaced. The ru-
mors wereconfirmed, and they received
final notice Saturday, November 18 at
noon, that the DC band would not be
permitted to travel. Captain Thomas
H.Palmatier, musicdirector of Domin-
ion Brass, responded by resurrecting a
number of pieces previously performed
by theband, stretching a twenty-minute
program into well over an hour of
music, including such pieces as
Tchaikovsky’s Marche Slav, Leidzen’s
Bach arrangement Come Sweet Death,
Belstedt’s Napoli featuring cornet solo-

ist Mike Damato, and Curnow’s Appa-
lachian Mountain Folk Song Suite. The
news was passed on to the unsuspect-
ingband members who were presented
with the additional music at the warm
up and treated to a pre-concert re-
hearsal.

The house filled up completely, includ-
ing additional chairs at the back of the
house. The gracious audience re-
sponded very generously to the bad
newsand proceeded to shower theband
with wild applause and a great deal of
enthusiasm at the completion of each
piece on the program, even going so far
as to request an encore. All indications
are that the audience was very favor-
ably impressed with the local talentand
apotentially disastrous situation turned
out, in fact, to be a triumphant success.
The band sends special thanks to Con-
gress for increased audience awareness
of and devotion to The Dominion Brass
Band on the part of Tidewater resi-
dents.

—

Allegheny Brass Band

Salt River Brass Band
Feb. 18, 1996

Future Concerts

March 2, 1996  Marshall Middle School Aud., Marshall Township Brass Dance!
May 18, 1996  Marshall Middle School Aud., Marshall Township Young at Heart
Festival City Brass

March 2, 1996  Glen Hills Middle School, Glendale

June 1,1996  Salvation Army Community Center, Oak Creek

Hanniford Street Sliver Band

Feb. 4, 1996 St. Lawrence Centre, Jane Mallett Theatre Horn of Plenty
March 22, 1996 St. Lawrence Centre, Jane Mallett Theatre

Lexington Brass Band

Feb. 25,1995  University of Kentucky Singletary Center for the Arts  Bold As Brass

March 24, 2995  University of Kentucky Singletary Center for the Arts
Season Finale: Philip Smith — guest soloist

Chandler Center for the Arts, Phoenix, AZ  Gershwin and Friends
March 17, 1996 Chandler Center for the Arts, Phoenix, AZ
May 12,1996  Chandler Center for the Arts, Phoenix, AZ ~ Mother's Day Celebration

Brass with a Brogue

Advertising
in
The Bridge

Contact:
Captain Thomas Palmatier

U.S. Continental Army Band
Fort Monroe, VA 23541-9985
USA

FAX: (804) 727-4052

10 The Brass Band Bridge September 1995



Brass Band Programs

Recent, Representative Brass Band
Concerts Listed In Concert Order

Buffalo Silver Band (Michael E.Russo)
80th Anniversary Band Concert. Sun-
day, November 12, 1995. Trinity Epis-
copal Church. Program: Fanfare for
NABBA (Cumow); Crimond (Irvine/
Lancaster); Army of the Nile (Alford);
Little Suite for Brass, Op. 80 (Arnold); All
Through the Night (Langford); His Royal
Banner (Gay); Fantasyon British Sea Songs
(Langford); Amazing Grace (Langford);
Hill Billy Samba (Munday); Sandpaper
Ballet (Anderson); Seventy-Six Trom-
bones (Willson/Duthoit).

Commonwealth Brass Band (J. Jerome
Amend and John Jones). Summer Con-
cert Series: June 2, 1995, Jeffersonville,
IN; August 13, 1995, St. Matthews, KY;
August 13,1995, Corydon, IN; Septem-
ber1and 3,1995, Louisville, KY. Reper-
toire: Soprano Cornet Solo-Concertino
(Sachse), Soloist Jackie Amend; Cornet
Solo-Napoli (Bellstedt), Soloist Bob
Webb; Trombone Solo-Nobody Knows
the Trouble (Langford), Soloist John
Albrecht; Fanfare and Flourishes
(Curnow); Army of the Nile (Alford);
Elsa’s Procession (Wagner /Himes); Fan-
tasy on Tico-Tico (Bourgeois); Strike Up
the Band (Gershwin/Richards); You'll
Never Walk Alone (Rodgers/Snell); Fan-
fare (Janacek); Belford’s Carnival March
(Alexander/Smalley); Music for the
Royal Fireworks (Handel / Wright); Fidg-
ety Feet (LaRoca and Shields/Peberdy);
Music of George Gershwin (Sharpe);
American Civil War Fantasy (Bilik/
Himes); Washington Grays (Grafulla/
Curmnow).

Heidelberg Brass Band (Joel Pugh).
November 11, 1995; Brenneman Con-
cert Hall, Heidelberg College, Tiffin,
OH. Guest Conductor: Ronald Holz*;
Guest Euphonium Soloist: Paul
Droste+. Program: Punchinello
(Rimmer); Oh, How I Love Jesus
(Curnow); Euphonium Solo: Varia-
tions+(Webber /Graham); Diversionson
a Bass Theme* (Lloyd); The Lord Above*
(R.W. Holz); Mvts 2&1 from Aspects of
Praise* (Himes); Euphonium Solo:
Shenandoah+ (Bulla); Euphonium Duet:

Softly As I Leave You*+ (DeVita/
Catherall), withJoel Pugh; Armed Forces
Salute (Bulla).

Lexington Brass Band (Ronald Holz
and Skip Gray). November 19, 1995.
Pastime With Good Company: British
Music for brass. Singletary Center for
the Arts, University of Kentucky. Guest
Organ Soloist: Dr. Schuyler Robinson.
Program: Preludio Marziale (Wright);
Trumpet Solo: The Challenge (Ball), So-
loist Terry Everson; A Downland Suite
(Ireland), led by student conductor
Nathan Long; Pastime With Good Com-
pany (Henry VIII/Roberts); Organ So-
los: Canzonetta (Matthias) and Proces-
sional (Matthias); Euphonium/Alto
Duet: Allegrofrom Water Music (Handel /
R.E. Holz), Soloists David Henderson
and Don Grammer; Hinode (Graham);
Pomp&Circumstance March #4 (Elgar);
Jerusalem (Parry /Jakeway).

Ozark Mountains Brass Band (George
Alter). October 29, 1995. Premiere Con-
cert. Central UM Church, Rogers, Ar-
kansas. Program: Fanfare for NABBA
(Curnow); Concert Opener (Trevarthen);
Men of Harlech (Langford); Amazing
Grace (Himes); Rhapsody for Euphonium
and Band (Curnow), Soloist Tom Raber;
Softly Sounds the Little Bell (Ball); The
Music of the Night (Webber/Himes),
Flugelhorn Soloist Clay McCartney;
Appalachian Mountain Folk Song Suite
(Curnow); Nicaea (Himes); Invictus
March (Himes); America the Beautiful
(Himes).

SASF Brass Band (Ronald Holz). De-
cember 3, 1995. The Salvation Army,
Lexington. Christmas Concert. Pro-
gram: Psallite: An Old Carol (Liszt/
R.W.Holz); Laudate Dominum
(Gregson); Vocal Ensemble: The Quiet
Heart (Collins); Christ’s Part (Curnow);
Coming Home (Webb); Band: Thou Must
Leave Thy Lowly Duwelling (Berlioz/
Steadman-Allen); Adeste Fidelis: March
of the Three Magi (Liszt/R.W. Holz); O
Little Town of Bethlehem (Jones); The Red
Shield March (H.C. Goffin)

Smoky Mountain Brass Band (John
West), with Guest Trombone Soloist
Harry Waters. October 22, 1995.

Haywood Community College. Pro-
gram: Jubilee Overture (Sparke); Ameri-
can Variations (Fernie); Trombone Solo-
Someone To Light Up My Life (Jobim/
Grimes); Trombone Solo-Embraceable
You (Gershwin/Howarth); St. Gertrude
(Fernie); Flugelhorn Solo-Misty
(Burke&Garner), Soloist Richard
Kowal; Fidgety Feet (Shields /Peberdy);
The Skye Boat Song (Geldard); Trom-
bone Ensemble-Peace Likea River (Bulla);
Jig from St. Paul’s Suite(Holst/Grassler).

Smoky Mountain Brass Band (John
West) and Asheville H.S, Wind Sym-
phony. November 7, 1995. Asheville
H.S. Auditorium. Program: Wind Sym-
phony - Sea Songs (Vaughan Williams);
Jackson Lake Overture (Williams); Over-
ture to The Good Daughter (Piccini);
Bugler's Holiday (Anderson); Overture
Bisham Grange (Cacavas). Smoky
Mountain - Jubilee Overture (Sparke);
Jig from St. Paul’s Suite(Holst/Grassler);
Fidgety Feet (Shield/Peberdy); St.
Gertrude (Fernie); Misty (Burke/Gar-
ner); Peace Like a River (Bulla).
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Brass Band News

The Allegheny Brass Band has a new
associate conductor, Frank Farina, who
replaces John Culp this year while John
is on leave pursuing studies for the
ministry. The group’s Christmas Con-
cert was given on Sunday, December
9th, and was entitled An Old World
Christmas.

The Cincinnati Brass Band presented
a Benefit Christmas Concert in behalf
of The Salvation Army in the greater
Cincinnati area. on Friday, December
8, 1995, at The Montgomery Commu-
nity Baptist Church. The Dominion
Brass Band presented two benefit con-
certsin behalf of the SA, one in Norfolk
and one in Hampton, each in support
of the local SA corps. All three concerts
drew good crowds and good financial
income for the charitable work at this
special time of year. Congratulations
Cincinnatiand Dominion Brass Bands
for this volunteer and generous gift of
music.

The EasternIowa Brass Band launched
a subscription series of concerts this
Fall —September 23, and December 16,
both held in Mt. Vernon, [A. They also
hosted a visit and concert by The Na-
tional Band of New Zealand, October
17-18. As per their intense work ethic,
the band also traveled to five other
locations for concerts this Fall. Theband
has just entered its second decade and
their director, John DeSalme, begins
his fifth year. The band is producing a
handsome 4-page newsletter entitled
Band Notes. They are also busily pre-
paring for their second annual Grand
Celebration of Brass Bands, June 22, 1996!

The Hanniford Street Silver Band pre-
sented two subscription-series concerts
this fall. The first, October 23, entitled
Ivory and Brass and featuring Bramwell
Tovey as guest conductor and piano
soloist, included Rhapsody in Blue
(Gershwin), Fantasia for Piano and Brass
Band (Steadman-Allen), and the pre-

miere of Gary Kulesha's Sinfonia for
Brass Band, the latter a commissioned
workby the HSSB with assistance from
the Ontario Arts Council. The second,
December 10, was entitled Christmas
Celebration and included the Amadeus
Choir. Another commissioned work
was premiered, Divinium Mysterium,
by the Canadian composer John Burge.

Heidelberg Brass Band (Joel Pugh):
On November 11, 1995, the band had
the opportunity of having Dr. Ronald
Holz spend the day working with the
ensemble. In addition to the NABBA
test piece, Diversions of a Bass Theme
(Lloyd), Dr. Holz rehearsed William
Himes" Aspects of Praise, and Holz’s
new arrangement, The Lord Above. The
day culminated with a concert at Hei-
delberg College. Dr. Paul Droste per-
formed as guest soloist, while Joel Pugh
and Ron Holz shared the conducting
[See full program in Recent Band Pro-
grams, this issue] (Joel Pugh).
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The Lake Wobegon Brass Band is off
to a good start this season. The Bridge
hasjustreceived their latest newsletter,
now in its fourth volume. The band
presented its third annual Holiday
Concert on Sunday, December 10th, at
Ramsey Community College, Winoka,
MN.

The Brass Band of Minot, started as a
result of a NABBA-YAMAHA Brass
Band Workshop in the summer of 1994,
has completed its first full year. Ac-
cording to correspondent Wally Ost
the band presented five concerts and
built a good support group for the or-
ganization — board of directors, by-
laws, constitution, and financial plan/
publicrelations endeavors. Brass Band
of Minot is the only brass band of its
kind in North Dakota. Wally Ost and
his family play an importantrole in the
group and they would be pleased to
help seed new brass bands in this area!
See their address listed above under
New NABBA Bands. The band has
been receiving some fine coverage in
both the press and broadcast media.
Many of their concerts are presented at
Minot State University. The band is
currently led by James Thorton, direc-
tor of bands at MSU.

Triangle Brass performed three con-
certs in their early autumn season. On
Sunday, September 17, theband played
a church service at University United
Methodist church in Chapel Hill, NC.
this was part of a two-part arrange-
ment with the church; having played at
the service, the group later gave a con-
cert there onNovember 5th. For second
year in a row the band played at the
Carousel Festival in Burlington, NC. In
October the band was featured in a
very successful outdoor concert,
Sertoma Amphitheatre within Bond
Park, in Cary, NC. In December the
band played two concerts: December
1st, NCSU Stewart Theatre; December
10th, Christmas Concert in Hill Hall,
UNC Campus, Chapel Hill. The group
also worked with The United Way of
Fearrington Village, NC, inajointfund-
raising effort. A busy Fall! (Connie
Varner)

Trumpets & Cornets for Sale

Bach Strad D Trumpet
Benge Bflat Trumpet (Chicago)
Conn Victor C Trumpet
Antique Conn Eflat Cornet
Antique Henry Distin Bflat Cornet (restored)
For complete description & prices contact:

William M. Young
(804)435-3641

Salt River Brass presented three Fall
concerts in their subscription series:
October 8 — Ocktoberfest; November
12 — Heroic Brass; December 17 —
Holiday Brass.

While the Lexington Brass Band was
putting the finishing touches on its
November concert at a dress rehearsal,
members of the Fine Arts Brass En-
semble showed up and were very sup-
portive and complimentary of the
band’s effort in the brass band scene.
Arranger Stephen Roberts, member of
Fine Arts, was able to hear his excellent
arrangement of Pastime With Good Com-
pany (Henry VIII) and he felt the Yanks
were doing just fine on it! Fine Arts
Brass was at the University of Ken-
tucky for the firstconcertand a series of
clinics during their recent American
tour. They are a first-rate quintet and
received excellent response while in
Lexington.

The Brass Band of Columbus was fea-
tured at The Mid-West International
Band and Orchestra Clinic, Chicago,
IL, on December 23 [See lead article this
issue]. Guest conductors/arrangers
were James Curnow, Ronald Holz, and
Philip Sparke. Throughout the Fall the
band keptbusy, with concerts on Octo-
ber 1st, December 3rd, and December

10th. They have also been holding sev-
eral recording sessions in hopes of CD
#2!

The SASF Brass Band of Asbury Col-
lege traveled to Asheville, NC the first
weekend in November. In this issue
Bert Wiley provides his own view of
the successful trip, where the band
played fora total of atleast 1500 people.
At their December Christmas Concert
the SASF dedicated their new, com-
pleteset of Boosey&Hawkes Sovereign
brass instruments, thanks to the gener-
ous support of private donors and the
Salvation Army National Headquar-
ters.

The Commonwealth Brass Band
played at the wedding of Sandy Moran
(Cornetistand charter member of CBB)
and Bob Duffy, August 5th, in Louis-
ville. Music Director J. Jerome Amend
was featured on Goff Richard’sarrange-
mentofd’Hardelot’s Because and played
Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke) and Wed-
ding March (Wagner) for the proces-
sional. The band performed Music for
the Royal Fireworks (Handel/
Wright);You'll Never Walk Alone
(Rodgers/Snell); Jesu, Joy (Bach/
Rimmer); and for the recessional Fan-
fare and Flourishes (Curnow) and March
from First Suitein E Flat (Holst). (Elmer
Hall)
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The Fosters Take In The “Open”

By George Foster (Tllinois Brass Band)

[George Foster and his wife traveled to
Great Britain this past September to
attend the oldest and perhaps most
prestigious brass band championship,
The British Open, held in Manchester,
England. In addition to the contest, the
Fosters attended a variety of rehearsals
and concerts with such fine groups as
BNFL, Sellers Engineering, and Black
Dyke Mills. Contact George on the
Internet if you want more information
on how he set up his trip: George Fos-
ter—The [llinois Brass Band—Internet:
gfosibb@wwa.com]

Manchester’s Free Trade Hall was the
site for the 1995 Open, the last time it
would be held in this hall, for next year
the event moves to the new, state-of-
the-art Bridgewater Hall, also in
Manchester. The set test piece for this

Simply Brass

year was Revelation, composed by Philip
Wilby, a writer who has earned great
respectin brass band circles because of
such well-known works as Paganini
Variations, New Jerusalem, and Masquer-
ade.

The procedure of the day called for the
draw at 9:00 AM, which determined
the order of play, followed by the first
band’sappearance onstageat9:30 AM.
The three adjudicators were in the box
and ready to proceed when the toot
was given at precisely that time. Hav-
ingattended the National Championships
in London back in 1992, I was well
prepared for hearing twenty-twobands
play the same piece. We did actually
hear only twenty due to a little lunch
break. Revelation presented some new
challenges to the competing bands:
stand-up solos and the division of the
band into two brass choirs. The piece

North America's Finest Selection of Brass Band Music & Recordings !

18th European
Brass Band

Championships
Double CD

Disc 1: Red Earth,
Cambridge Variations,
Diversions on a Bass
Theme, Montage, Sea
Pictures
Dise 2: Harlequin, Ruler of
the Spirits, Let's Face the
Music & Dance, Toccata &
Fugue. Panache.
Perpetuum Mobile,
Lightwalk, The Bartered
Bride, Hora Staccato, etc.
S32(US)  CD0O340 DD
$40 (Can) CD ONLY

We accept personal cheques
as well as the following
major credit cards:

Just send us your
name and mailing
address.

Join our
mailing list.
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used a theme fromHenry Purcell’s Three
Parts On A Ground carefully woveninto
some great Philip Wilby.

After hearing twenty of the bands play
this terrific music, it was somewhat
difficult to make choices on how to
rank thebands. We in the audience had
the advantage of knowing which band
is playing, and also which bands are
expected to come out on top. In reality,
though, I found at both the National in
1992 and the Open this year thatitis not
as difficult to rank the top bands as it
first may seem. I concluded that there
were only five performances of the day
that had a chance to place. They were:
BNFL, Black Dyke, Wms Fairey, Rigid
Containers, and Yorkshire Building
Society (YBS). The two below these, in
my estimation, were Brighouse and
Grimethorpe. Beyond these seven it
was much more difficult to rank the
bands, although it was also fairly easy
to position the bottom three or four

COMING SOON
to Simply Brass

1995 National Brass Band
Championships - Double CD




bands. Black Dyke did make an inter-
esting change by using their principal
cornet as head of the second choir, in-
stead of the first choir. There was some
controversy at the start because a band
requested to play number 1; by the
rules that request can be honored if no
band objects. One band did object, so
BNFL maintained their unlucky num-
ber 1 draw.

The final result, in order of place, was:
Black Dyke, Fairey, Yorkshire Build-
ing, Rigid Containers. Where was
BNFL? Well, they played number 1
and were placed 19th! Another verifi-
cation of what can happen to number
one draws! For what it is worth, my
own ranking had the finish as: York-
shire, Fairey, BNFL, Black Dyke, Rigid
Containers. The surprise of the day
was the placing of Rigid Containers at
12th, despite very fine playing. York-
shire gave the most exciting perfor-
mance of the day. In addition to David
King’s expert control of the ensemble,
they also featured the eventual soloist
oftheday, Sheona White, on tenor horn,
aswellasanexcellent Euphoniumduet.
Major solo spots in Revelation went to
tenor horn, Flugelhorn, Euphonium
duet, along with several cornet duets
and quartets.

That Euphonium duet needs special
mention, amostmomentous partof the
piece and lasting nearly four minutes.
The outstanding duos came from York-
shire, Fairey, CWS Glasgow (Steven
Mead), and Desford.

Revelation was listed as a 15-minute
piece by the composer, but reality was
quite a bit different. The shortest time
of day was turned in by Britannia at
17:22 and the longest was around 22—
23, by BNFL. Most of the bands played
the piece in about 19 minutes. [ would
venture a guess that this span of time
from the shortest to thelongest wasone
of the biggest differences in perfor-
mances ever in the history of the Open.
As with much music, the piece looses
something when played too fast; I pre-
ferred the slower interpretations. But it
was a wonderful day, 9 Am to 9 PM, of
brass band music!

After Black Dyke was announced the
winner, they played a 30-40 minute
program that was to be broadcast the
following Friday, with Frank Renton as
compere. The broadcast started with a
rerecording of Revelation,amicrophone
having malfunctioned during the con-
test. A week after the Open there was
still a great deal of ‘buzzing’ in the

brass band world, not only about the
adjudicationresults—BNFL's surprise
low place and the fact that the group
favorite, Fairey, did not win — but
about the remarkable music that was
played. In that regard, this Open will
not soon be forgotten.

Salvation Army Band Visits

North Carolina

By Bert Wiley, NABBA Secretary

A weekend tourby the Salvation Army
Student Fellowship (SASF) Brass
Band brought great musical pleasure
and blessing to audiences at five differ-
ent performances. Playing for a mod-
est-sized audience on Saturday evening
at the local Salvation Army Corps
(church) in Asheville, the SASF Band
presented a program titled a Festival of
Music. The band of students, faculty,
and local SA affiliates played with
verve, enthusiasm, and no small
amount of musical skill and technical
prowess.

The program was varied, but it was a
typical Army program, with the main
emphasis on music demonstrating sev-
eral facets of the long time philosophy
of The Salvation Army. Included were
marches, instrumental solos, vocal so-
los, vocal ensembles, and without ex-
ception all the music was from the vast
repertoire of the SA.

The SASF Brass Band is headquar-
tered at Asbury College, in Wilmore,
KY, where a large percentage of stu-
dents are enrolled in programs unre-
lated to religious studies. However,
many of the students come from fami-
lies with strong SA backgrounds, and
with many students ultimately choos-
ing to become very closely related to
the mission of the SA, either as officers
(clergy), or lay people (soldiers).

Composers well-known in the brass
band world were part of the program,
such as Stephen Bulla, William Himes,

Peter Graham, James Curnow, and
Kenneth Downie, among others. Not
only did the band play with enthusi-
asm, but they tackled numbers that
proved they were ready for the chal-
lenges of major works. It would have to
be said, as it has been many times, th